
Guideline for writing a good SOP the first time. 

Southern Cross University (SCU) has 3 separate SOP templates.  

Specific information about which template to use in your country can be found on our online GTE Guide at: 

https://educoglobal.com/southern-cross-university-gte-guide/#/ 

Although there are 3 different templates, the requirements are the same for all. The intention of the SOP is to: 

1. Show that the student has a clear understanding of how the course they will study will benefit their 

future. 

2. Show that the student has a clear understanding of the demand for their proposed occupation in their 

home country. 

3. Show that the student has a clear understanding of how their course will help them get a better job 

when they return to their country. 

4. Show that the student has a clear understanding of the salary they can expect to get after completing 

their course and returning to their country. 

5. Show that the student has a clear understanding of the return on their investment. In other words, the 

student should demonstrate that they have a clear understanding of the total cost of their study in 

Australia, including tuition fees, living costs and travel costs and how long it will take them to earn this 

back when they return to their country. 

6. Show that the student understands how studying this course in Australia will benefit their future and 

why they are unable to study the course in their own country. 

7. Show that the student understands the type of university Southern Cross University is and that the 

student has a clear understanding of their course, it’s structure and learning outcomes. 

8. Show that the student has clearly researched their options and can explain why they have chosen 

Southern Cross University over other universities. 

9. Explain any gaps in the student’s study. This means that the student needs to explain what they have 

been doing since they completed their last course of study. 

10. Explain what the student’s future intentions are when they complete their course. 

Evidence of Research: 

Many of the questions in the SOP require evidence of research. Where evidence of research is required, the 

student must provide it, otherwise they may need to provide a new revised SOP, or their SOP may be rejected. 

Evidence of research includes links to information the student has used to formulate their response. The student 

should explain their evidence and how this has helped the make their decision. The student must ensure that 

evidence of research is provided for ALL questions as indicated, otherwise their SOP may be rejected. Simply 

adding links is not sufficient and the must explain their evidence and how it helped them make their decision. 

Why do we require a SOP and evidence of research? 

In order to meet the Genuine Temporary Entrant criteria, Immigration Officers need to be convinced that the 

student’s intention of coming to Australia is for the purpose of study. It is expected that they would research 

their options carefully because they are investing a lot of time and money in their education. Writing a good SOP 

and researching their answers not only helps them get a positive response from the University, but also helps 

them prepare for their visa application. 

We strongly recommend that the student submits a copy of their SCU Statement of Purpose together with their 

GTE statement to the Department of Home Affairs when they lodge their visa application. This will assist Visa 

Officers understand the process we have undertaken to assess students carefully. 

Below are some tips on responding to the SOP questions using the EL3 template as an example. These are 

NOT example answers. This is a guideline on how to write the best answer. Not all SOP templates require 

answers to all these questions.  



Your SOP should respond to all questions and show evidence of research.  

Evidence of research may be in the form of links to information you have used to research your responses.  

Please take the time to respond to your SOP carefully. If you do not respond with adequate detail, 

you may be asked to revise your SOP, or your application may be denied. Each section contains 

multiple questions, and it is important that you answer all of them. Please pay attention to the 

following suggestions:  

Q1:  Tell us clearly why you want to study this course and how it will add value to your future. Please provide 

evidence to support your answers (e.g., links to information you have used)  

Q2:  If your proposed course at SCU is in a different area to what you have studied before, you must explain 

why you wish to change your field of study and how this relates to your future employment goals. If it 

is at a lower level to previous study, please explain why.  

Q3:  You should explain clearly what your future plans are, what job you hope to get when you complete 

your course and how you intend to search for a job when you return home.  

Q4:       In your response to this question, you must show evidence that your proposed course is in demand in 

your home country and how studying this course in Australia will enable you to find a good job when 

you return. You MUST provide evidence to support your answer (e.g., links to information you have 

used to research your response)  

Q5:  Explain why you chose SCU. You should compare the course offered at SCU to similar courses elsewhere 

and explain why you have chosen SCU. You should also consider fees, location, services, etc. that SCU 

provides.  

Q6:  This question asks you a few things and you MUST answer all. Firstly, you MUST explain what you expect 

your salary to be when you return to your home country after you complete this course. You MUST 

compare what your salary will be when you complete this degree and COMPARE it to the salary you 

would get if you did NOT do this degree or did a degree in your home country instead of in Australia. 

You should state your salary expectations in BOTH Australian dollars AND in your home currency. You 

MUST provide evidence to support your answer (e.g., links to information you have used to research 

your response).  

Q7:  You must compare Australia to 2 other countries you have considered. Tell us why you have chosen to 

study in Australia and then compare it with 2 other countries telling us what you like about the other 

countries and why you chose NOT to study there. You MUST provide evidence to support your answer 

(e.g., links to information you have used to research your response).  

Q8:  Tell us about 3 other universities you considered. You must name the university, tell us what you like 

about it (e.g., course structure, fees, location, facilities etc. and then tell us why you chose NOT to study 

there.) 

 Q9:  Tell us about your intended living arrangements in Australia. What sort of accommodation to you 

expect to find and how much do you expect this to cost you? You MUST provide evidence to support 

your answer (e.g., links to information you have used to research your response).  

PLEASE ENSURE THAT YOU WRITE YOUR NAME, YOUR EDUCATION COUNSELLOR'S NAME AND SIGN 

AND DATE YOUR SOP. IT WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED WITHOUT THIS INFORMATION. 

 

 


